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International and Regional Activities
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Ms Melissa Pang, AVS Chairman delivered a
keynote speech at the Conference to share AVS's
work and the volunteer landscape in Hong Kong
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International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE)

The International Association for Volunteer Effort (IAVE) is a global
alliance dedicated to promoting and strengthening the development

of volunteerism. As a member organisation of IAVE, AVS was invited
to join its Global Network of Volunteering Leadership (GNVL) in 2020,
to work with counterparts overseas to advance global volunteering
development.

Establishment of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao
Greater Bay Area Volunteer Service Alliance and

Exchange Conference

Ms Melissa Pang, BBS, MH, JP, AVS Chairman, Ms Camilla Tsang and
Mr Johnson Choi, AVS Vice-Chairmen and Ms Likie Lee, AVS CEO,
were invited to attend the establishment and exchange conference
of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area Volunteer
Service Alliance held in Shantou in December 2023. The Guangdong
Volunteer Federation was elected as the President unit while AVS, the
Guangdong Young Volunteers Association and the General Volunteers
Association of Macao were elected as the Vice-President units.

The Conference, themed ‘Volunteering Greater Bay Area, Integrated
Development’, gathered experts, scholars and representatives
from volunteer service organisations to exchange views on the
development, planning and practice of volunteer service in the
Greater Bay Area (GBA) to promote integrated youth development
and collaboration in volunteering, enhance the operational
mechanisms and collaboration of volunteer service in the GBA. Ms
Melissa Pang, BBS, MH, JP, AVS Chairman was invited as a keynote
speaker to share AVS's work and the volunteer landscape in Hong
Kong.
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AVS was elected as a Vice-President unit of the Guangdong-Hong Kong-
Macao Greater Bay Area Volunteer Service Alliance
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University volunteers gained exposure and broadened
their horizons by visiting different places, including the Mt
Everest Basecamp, during their internships
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UNV — Hong Kong Universities Volunteer Internship

Programme

As a partner organisation of the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) in
Hong Kong, AVS has been assisting in promoting the UNV Programme
since 1998. In collaboration with UNV, and with funding from the
Home and Youth Affairs Bureau and partnered with the Hong Kong
Volunteers Association and the Peace and Development Foundation,
AVS launched the UNV-Hong Kong Universities Volunteer Internship
Programme in 2015. Undergraduates from local universities were
selected and sent to the field units of the United Nations (UN)
agencies for a 6-month volunteering assignment, with the aim to
broaden their horizons through diverse life and cultural experiences,
enabling them to contribute positively to global development.

In August 2023, 10 university volunteers of the 7th batch of the
Programme were deployed to undertake volunteering assignments
in UN agencies in Indonesia, Nepal and Thailand, including the UN
Development Programme, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation, UN Women, etc. Pre-departure training was provided
to the selected volunteers to equip them with necessary information,
knowledge and skills required, to facilitate them to achieve their roles
in serving the volunteer assignments. The training covered topics
such as the responsibilities and code of conduct of UN volunteers, the
2030 UN Sustainable Development Goals, the culture and economy of
the serving countries, team building and design thinking, etc. These
trainings equipped them with necessary information, knowledge and
skills to facilitate their work.

UNV — Hong Kong Universities Volunteers Alumni

Society

As a knowledge-sharing platform to support volunteerism
development and promote the UN values of peace and development,
the UNV-Hong Kong Universities Volunteers Alumni Society was
established in 2017. In the year, the Society supported the pre-
departure training for the 7th batch of UNV-Hong Kong Universities
Volunteer Internship Programme, helped prepare the selected
volunteers for service and offered psychological support throughout
their service abroad.
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The 7th batch university volunteers actively participated in a series of pre-
departure training



